
Sanctuary: Laws, Logistics and Emotions 

During yesterday’s Time for All Ages in the worship service, Robin Slaw told us about a farmer 

who continually had to reply to events that “It could be good. It could be bad. We’ll see.” As a 

congregation declaring itself a sanctuary, we might face the same dilemma as that farmer. It 

could be good. It could be bad. We’ll see. But the overwhelming event for us is that becoming a 

sanctuary is a statement of who we are, what we stand for. Not only could that be good. It is 

good. 

Laws 

Hosting (legally called harboring) an undocumented immigrant is illegal under section 

274 of the Immigration and Nationality Act. (It could be bad.) However, Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE) current stated policy is that churches, schools and hospitals 

are “sensitive locations” where ICE agents will not enter except in exigent circumstances, 

for example a threat to national security or the destruction of evidence. (It could be 

good.) However, policies are subject to change. (It could be bad.) In most situations, ICE 

still needs a judge-signed warrant to enter any premises. (It could be good.) The last 

persons to be arrested, prosecuted and convicted of harboring an undocumented 

immigrant seeking asylum were two nuns in Texas in the 1980’s during the civil unrest in 

El Salvador. Prosecutions since have related to businesses employing undocumented 

immigrants. (We’ll see.) 

UUA recommends that we review the full copy of our insurance policy with an attorney. 

If ICE broke down a door to gain entry to OBIC, for example, would our insurance pay to 

replace it? We have given our policy to our attorney to review. (It could be good. It could 

be bad. We’ll see.) 

Logistics 

Hosting an undocumented immigrant in sanctuary is a congregation-wide effort.  

The sanctuary movement recommends that the immigrant have access to cooking 

facilities, showers, neither of which are readily available in OBIC but we can develop 

something. We have plumbing facilities that can be easily altered. As for food, we don’t 

have a full cooking kitchen, only a warming kitchen, but a steady stream of volunteers 

can provide prepared meals. The immigrant cannot leave the premises for any reason. 

We must provide a space for beds and the beds, access to a nearby bathroom, a closet or 

wardrobe, access to the internet, a TV and DVD player. Currently, we’re thinking of 

meeting room 150 in the UUCC office complex.  

Language might present a challenge. Volunteers who speak the immigrant’s language 

will be needed, if available. 

Paige and I have spoken with Pastor Loudermill of Christ United Methodist Church and 

they will be meeting soon to discuss. The Baltimore-Washington Conference of the 



United Methodist Church looks favorably on sanctuary and provides resources for local 

congregations that seek to join the sanctuary movement.  

Cradlerock Children's Center has been contacted and it does not see any issue provided 

there is no access during its operating hours. We can handle this. 

It’s all good. (Likely.) It could be bad. (Not much.) We’ll see. 

Emotions 

Because the immigrant cannot leave OBIC, pastoral support, access to family and friends 

are essential. Volunteers may be needed to transport family to visit the immigrant. Most 

likely, the undocumented immigrant will have family who are U.S. citizens. As such, 

they are welcome to come and go freely. 

Volunteers with social work and psychological training may be helpful. 

It could be good. It could be bad. We’ll see. 

Please join the conversation, Sundays between services in the chapel, but not Easter 

Sunday, 4/16. Thanks for participating. For more information, please contact Jim 

Caldiero, jimcal87@gmail.com 

 


