
 

 
 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 

10:00 am 

 

Jauchzet, Frolocket! 

J.S. BACH – Highlights from the Christmas Oratorio 
 

A professional recording is being made today. 

Please silence all electronic devices. 

Infant and toddler care is provided downstairs. 

Please hold your applause until the end of the service. 

 

 

CENTERING THOUGHTS: 

Bach is a benevolent god to whom all musicians should pray, to defend themselves 

from mediocrity.  — Claude Debussy 

Creativity is more than being different; that’s easy. What’s hard is to be as simple as 

Bach. Making the simple, awesomely simple, that’s creativity.  — Charles Mingus 

What I appreciate in Bach is his ability to suggest to me, an atheist, what a belief in 

God feels like.  — Alain de Botton 

If there is anyone who owes everything to Bach, it is God.  — Emil Cioran 

If Bach is not in heaven, I’m not going there.  — William F. Buckley 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Ken Rock, Board of Trustees 

 

SOUNDING THE BELL 

 

CHALICE LIGHTING & CALL TO WORSHIP  The Rev. Anthony Jenkins 

 

TIME FOR ALL AGES Dr. Michael Adcock, Assoc. Director of Music Ministries 

 

HYMN #41 You That Have Spent the Silent Night 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND MUSIC 

 Contrapunctus I from The Art of Fugue, BWV 1080 arr. Robert King 

* NEW! Text CHALICE to 73256 to give to UUCC via text messaging. * 

 

WORDS OF THANKS  Dr. Tom Benjamin, Minister of Music 

  



HYMN #303  We Are the Earth  

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION The Rev. Paige Getty 

 

MUSIC MEDITATION  Gelobet seist du, BWV 604 

During the music meditation, your joys & sorrows may be honored by coming  

forward silently and placing a pebble in the communal bowl on the chancel table. 

 

WORDS BEFORE MUSIC 

 

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO, BWV 248 (HIGHLIGHTS) 

Jauchzet, Frolocket (chorus) 

Bereite dich, Zion (aria) 

Wie soll ich dich empfangen (chorale) 

Ach, mein herzliebes Jesulein (chorale) 

Brich an, O schönes Morgenlicht (chorale) 

Schliesse, mein Herze (aria) 

Fallt mit Danken (chorus) 

Ehre sei dir Gott gesungen (chorus) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE 

 

 

The Musicians: 

Diana Cantrelle, contralto 

Michael Adcock, organ 

UUCC Chalice Choir, Tom Benjamin, Director 

The Centennial Brass: 

 David Baxter, trumpet 

 Tim Ryan, trumpet 

 Adam Watson, French horn 

 Jared Denhard, trombone 

 Steve Williams, tuba 

 

 

AMPLIFICATION DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH HEARING IMPAIRMENT. 

Two types are available. One works with a hearing aid; the other works on its own. 

Please see an usher if you would like to use one of the units. LARGE PRINT copies of 

the Order of Service are also available. Please see an usher if you would like a copy.  



Special thanks to all who helped with today’s services, especially . . . 

Audio Dale Neiburg 

Set-Up Stephanie Lyon  

Flowers Gene Somers 

Ushers Julie Whittaker, Margaret LaFon, Stuart TenHoor 

Snacks Phil Webster & Mary Ruth Alter 

Coffee Phil Webster 

Clean Up Betty Jackson 

Take Down Sarah Herman 

 

 

 
 

Next Week in Worship 

Sun., Dec. 23, 10 am: Our annual pageant features 30 UUCC children and is an adaptation 

of How the Grinch Stole Christmas, written and directed by Braidon McLaughlin and Kelli 

Danaker. 

Mon., Dec. 24, 7 pm: A traditional Christmas Eve service of readings, carols, and candlelight. 

Special Announcements 

Results of the middle schoolers’ God poll: Please see the middle schoolers at coffee hour 

after service for their God-poll results, or go online at: https://uucolumbia.net/ms-survey/.   

Sun., Jan. 27, 12:30 pm: Please plan to attend a special Congregational Meeting on January 

27, from 12:30-2:30pm! We’ll review the results of our recent Spirit Map survey and consider 

what we can learn from them, especially as we establish our budget for the next year and 

beyond. We need YOU to help build our future together. Light fare and childcare will be 

available. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

For more details regarding UUCC, please visit the following: 

▪ For edited streaming-audio recordings of our sermons and downloadable PDFs of 

the order of service:  https://uucolumbia.net/sermon-archive/ 

▪ Upcoming Events:  https://uucolumbia.net/upcoming-events/ 

▪ Latest News:   https://uucolumbia.net/category/the-link/ 

▪ Contact our Staff:  https://uucolumbia.net/staff/ 

▪ Get Involved:    https://uucolumbia.net/get-involved/ 

https://uucolumbia.net/ms-survey/
https://uucolumbia.net/sermon-archive/
https://uucolumbia.net/upcoming-events/
https://uucolumbia.net/category/the-link/
https://uucolumbia.net/staff/
https://uucolumbia.net/get-involved/


THE WEEK AHEAD: 
 

Dec 16 Sun 10:00 am  Worship Service, RE Classes, & Nursery Care 

   11:30 am  Chalice Lights Choir Rehearsal 

   11:15 am  Coffee Hour  

   11:30 am  One Hour Membership Session with Paige 

   5:00 pm  Drop in Reflection Circle 

Dec 17 Mon  

Dec 18 Tue 11:30 am  Deep Listening Meditation Group 

   7:00 pm  Meditation Group 

   7:00 pm  Film ForUUm 

Dec 19 Wed  7:00 pm  Mid-Week Martial Arts Lessons 

Dec 20 Thurs 12:00 pm  Elders’ Lunch 

   1:00 pm  Seasoned Souls 

   7:00 pm   Chalice Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 21 Fri 7:00 pm  Friday Martial Arts Lessons 

   7:30 pm  Turning Circle 

Dec 22 Sat 8:00 am  Saturday Morning Reflections (Recovery Group) 

Dec 23 Sun 10:00 am  Worship Service, & Nursery Care 

   11:30 am  Chalice Lights Choir Rehearsal 

   11:15 am  Coffee Hour  

  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center 

7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045 

410-381-0097 ◊ www.uucolumbia.net 

 

Reminder: Services are 10:00 am ONLY through Dec. 30th for the holidays! 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 

Owen Brown Interfaith Center 

7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045 

410-381-0097 ◊ www.uucolumbia.net 



Christmas Oratorio translations and notes 

 

The Christmas Oratorio (1734) comprises cantatas for six services during the Christmas 

season, and tells the familiar story, with outbursts of praise and joy from the chorus 

(representing both the faithful and the angelic choirs), and emotional, highly personal 

reactions from the soloists (arias) and congregation (chorales). We have selected 

expressive and brilliantly exciting highlights for today’s service. 

 

I. Jauchzet, Frolocket (chorus) 

 Shout for joy, rise up, praise these days, glorify what the highest has done! 

Banish despair and lamentation; sing out with rejoicing. Serve the highest with glorious 

choirs; let us honor the name of the Supreme Being.  

 Notes: One of the greatest expressions of joy in the whole choral repertoire; you 

can easily picture the angelic choirs (or perhaps a choir of Breughel’s sturdy 

peasants) dancing with great energy (yet always under rigorous control- it’s Bach, 

after all!). 

 

Reading #1: Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a 

census should be taken of the whole Roman world, and everyone went to their own 

city to be counted. So Joseph went up from Nazareth to Bethlehem in Judea, to 

register with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was expecting a child. And while they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver. (Luke 2:1-7) 

 

II. Bereite dich, Zion (aria) 

 Prepare yourself, Zion, tenderly to greet your beloved. Your cheeks glow 

radiantly; hurry to your bridegroom. 

 Notes: Bach’s texts (probably in this case by his frequent lyricist “Picander”) 

often display a sensual, even theatrical personalization: soul and savior as bride and 

groom. This intimate expression of ardent expectation contrasts brilliantly with the 

public expression of the joyful big choruses.  

 

III. Wie soll ich dich empfangen (chorale); melody by Hassler “Mein G’mut ist mir 

verwirret.” 

 How shall I embrace you, O desire of the world, O adornment of my soul! Jesus, 

place the torch near me yourself, so that what gives you pleasure be known to me. 

 Notes: The chorales (hymns) represent the worshippers’ feelings at every point 

of the story; they would be sung by choir and congregation, and are at the 

emotional core of the work. This intensely felt chorale appears at several highly 

dramatic moments in the St. Matthew Passion (it is popularly known as the “Passion 

Chorale” – “O sacred head now wounded”). 

 

Reading #2: And she bore her first son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and 

laid him in a manger, since there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7) 

 

IV. Ach, mein herzliebes Jesulein (chorale); melody: “Vom Himmel hoch” 

 Ah, my heart’s beloved little Jesus, make yourself a soft little bed within my 

heart’s chamber, so that I my never forget you.   



Reading #3: And there were shepherds residing in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And behold, the angel of the Lord approached them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them: “Do 

not be afraid; I bring you news of great joy, for today in the City of David a Savior has 

been born to you.” (Luke 2:8-11) 

 

V. Brich an, o schoenes Morgenlicht (chorale) 

 Break forth, O lovely light of morning, and let heaven dawn! You shepherds, do 

not fear, for the angel tells you that this little child shall be our comfort and joy, 

overcoming Satan, and bringing peace at last. 

 Notes: Another well-known and -loved chorale, often translated as “Break forth, 

O beauteous heavenly light.” Listen for Satan getting defeated- Bach always reacts 

to the meaning and affect of the text. 

 

Reading #4: And they came in haste, and found the child lying in the manger, and 

they spread the word of what they had seen. And everyone marveled at what the 

shepherds told them. But Mary kept these words and pondered them in her heart. 

(Luke 2:16-19) 

 

VI. Schliesse, mein Herze (aria) 

 Enclose, my heart, these miracles within your faith! Let these wonders forever 

strengthen your faith.  

 Notes: Another highly personal reaction to the unfolding story. Bach’s deeply 

held beliefs always find a perfect expression on a human level; this is not just about 

the details of a belief system, but about a human being believing, and profoundly; 

“…how it feels to believe,” quite aside from the specific tenets of any particular faith.  

 

VII. Fallt mit Danken (chorus) 

 Fall, with gratitude and praise, before the throne of grace. God’s son becomes 

the redeemer of the world, and combats the rage and fury of the enemy. 

 Notes: This lovely, tender movement can only be called a Lullaby of Praise. 

Though it has its dramatic moments (listen for the brief “rage and fury”), in it you can 

hear overall what a wonderful (though strict) daddy Bach must have been to his 

many children.  

 

Reading #5: And the shepherds went back again, praising and glorifying God for 

everything they had seen and heard, as it had been spoken to them. (Luke 2:20) 

 

VIII. Ehre sei dir Gott gesungen (chorus) 

 Let honor and praise be sung to you, O God. All the world exults you, since our 

well-being is your pleasure, since today all our hopes have come to pass, and 

because your blessing so delights us! 

 Notes: Bookending these selections from the immortal Christmas Oratorio we 

have another great expression of joyful praise. Let the angelic choirs dance on! 
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