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April 30, 2018 

VIA UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE CERTIFIED MAIL 
 
Cristie Kahler, Public Information Officer 
Office of Media and Public Relations 
Harford County Sheriff’s Office 
45 South Main Street 
Bel Air, MD 21014 
 
 Re: Maryland Public Information Act Request 

Dear Ms. Kahler: 

This is a request under the Maryland Public Information Act (“PIA”), Md. Code Ann., 
General Provisions (“GP”) Article, §§4-101 to 4-601 for all records related to the 
implementation by the Harford County Sheriff’s Office (“HCSO”) of the Memorandum 
of Agreement with United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) under 
the Section 287(g) program.   

Included in our request are records which reflect:  

A. All policies and procedures adopted by HCSO to determine when detained 
individuals are subject to additional screening and the circumstances and 
procedures pursuant to which screened individuals are identified as removal 
priorities; and 

B. With respect to individuals who have been detained and identified for additional 
screening under the program, our request includes records regarding the following 
information about these individuals, none of which would allow identification of 
specific individuals: 

1. Age; 
2. Race and/or ethnicity; 
3. Sex; 
4. Date and location of arrest; 
5. Country of origin; 
6. Immigration status; 
7. Reason for arrest; 
8. Criminal history; and  
9. Arresting law enforcement agency, e.g. HCSO, Maryland State Police, Bel 

Air Police, etc. 
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If you determine that any records or portions of records are exempt from release, we will 
expect, as the Act provides in GP § 4-203(c)(1)(ii) that you will provide us with all 
nonexempt records and portions of records that can be reasonably segregated.  If all or 
any portion of the records requested are withheld, please provide us with (1) the reasons 
for the denial, (2) the legal authority for the denial, (3) a brief description of the record 
that will enable us to assess the applicability of the legal authority for the denial, and (4) 
notice of the available remedies.  GP § 4-203(c)(1)(i). 

Pursuant to GP § 4-206, we request a waiver of all fees regarding this request because a 
waiver would be in the public interest.  The ACLU of Maryland is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization dedicated to the public interest and to protecting the civil liberties of 
all Marylanders and visitors to Maryland.  The ACLU of Maryland does not seek this 
information for commercial purposes but rather to further its public interest mission.  
Disclosure of the records pursuant to this request will likely contribute significantly to the 
public’s understanding of the activities of the HCSO.    

It is essential that this request be fulfilled within 30 days, as required by GP § 4-203(a).  
Further, if you anticipate that it will take more than 10 days to produce the records, we 
expect a response within 10 days addressing (1) the amount of time that you anticipate it 
will take to produce the records, (2) an estimate of the range of fees that may be charged 
to comply with the request; and (3) the reason for the delay.  GP § 4-203(b)(2).  If we do 
not receive notice within the required time period, we will treat your failure to respond as 
a denial and seek appropriate relief. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to receiving your reply 
promptly, as required by law. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Nick Steiner, Esq. | ACLU of Maryland  
Equal Justice Works Immigrants’ Rights Fellow  
Sponsored by the Ottinger Foundation  
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 350  
Baltimore, MD 21211  
410-889-8550, ext.139  
steiner@aclu-md.org 

 
 


