
Top Immigration Bills for 

2021 Maryland session



TRUST ACT
SB88/HB30

 Limits police partnership with ICE and other federal agencies 
(including 287(g) programs).Specifically, it prevents law 
enforcement from: 

 Inquiring about immigration status 

 Detaining on behalf of ICE 

 Notifying/transferring to ICE 

 Protects immigrants from coercion, so that community members 
can call on police without being harassed. 

 Requires the Attorney General to create guidance on ICE 
enforcement on the premises of schools, hospitals and 
courthouses. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0088?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0304?ys=2021RS


Universal Representation
SB317 (pending house bill #)

 Poor people facing deportation are not provided lawyers to represent 
them. 

 Low-income immigrants are not provided attorneys to represent them, 
even though the stakes they face are as or more serious than those that 
criminal defendants face, including: 

 Deportation/banishment 

 Permanent separation from family, especially USC children 

 Loss of liberty through detention in jails 

 Death, torture, persecution in their country of origin once deported

 Because immigration proceedings have been arbitrarily categorized as 
“civil”, the 6th Amendment right to effective assistance of counsel and 
Gideon v. Wainwright do not apply. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0317?ys=2021RS


Driver Privacy Act -
SB234/HB23

 Requires ICE (and other federal agencies) to obtain a warrant in 
order to access personal information that the MVA gathers about 
drivers. 

 Requires local agencies, like the MVA, to report data about: 

 # of requests from federal agencies for personal information, 
photos, or facial recognition searches. 

 # and purpose of facial recognition searches completed 

 # of individuals whose personal information or photo was 
shared with federal agency 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0234?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0023?ys=2021RS


Dignity Not Detention
HB16 (pending senate bill #)

 Bill that bans any new contracts or renewals of existing 

contracts with detention facilities operated wholly (or in 

part by) private corporations. 

 Ensures that the public is adequately informed in any plans 

for a new private detention facility to take place. 

 Requires local entities that already have an existing 

immigration detention agreement (IGSAs) to terminate the 

contract by June 2021. 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0016?ys=2021RS


Why we should not be complicit with 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE)

 State sanctioned terrorism:  separating families, caging children, 
sterilization, excesses strip search (HoCo), kidnapping, failure to comply 
with domestic and international law, intentional spread of covid-19 etc.

 Overtly racist policy to targeting Black and Brown people

Ex: 84% of HoCo detainees were from Central America, 13.4% African 
and Caribbean national origin, while Canadians and Asians constitute 
largest groups overstaying visas.

 There are more humane ways to approach legalization process

1. Comprehensive immigration reform to include a pathway to citizenship.

2. Check-ins or ankle monitoring of undocumented immigrants allows them 
to continue to work and be with families at a fraction the cost.



IGSA Programs in Maryland 

 Frederick County Adult Detention Center 

 Howard County Detention Center

 Worcester County Detention Center 

 * As of today, the detained population has significantly decreased due to 

COVID but large numbers of beds still  remain for future detainment of 

immigrants for profit. 



What you can do:

 Email your representatives ASAP a short message 

about your support for the package of immigration 

bills (be sure to state that you are a constituent and 

list the bill numbers in your email). 

 Start drafting your written testimony (a good length 

is around one page long) for the hearings above

 Start reaching out to your congregations, 

membership, coalitions, staff, family and friends to 

get as many people as possible to do the same.



Howard County Delegation

 Go to MDElect.net, type in your address and your representatives will be 
listed.

 UUCC area is District 13:

Senator Guy Guzzone:  guy.guzzone@senate.state.md.us

Delegate Jen Terrasa:  jen.terrasa@house.state.md.us

Delegate Vanessa Atterbeary: vanessa.atterbeary@house.state.md.us

Delegate Shane Pendergrass: shane.pendergrass@house.state.md.us

mailto:guy.guzzone@senate.state.md.us
mailto:jen.terrasa@house.state.md.us
mailto:vanessa.atterbeary@house.state.md.us

