
 
 

Talking Points to Support County Bill No. 51-2020 
 

Howard County has a contract with ICE to detain immigrants in the Jessup jail.  We are calling upon County Executive, 
Calvin Ball, and the County Council to vote for CB 51-2020 and end this contract TODAY because: 

 
1. Howard County’s contract with ICE makes us complicit in a cruel and unjust system. The current 

immigration policies are heartless and unjust, routinely tearing families apart and deporting people who have 
lived and worked peacefully in the United States for decades.  Collaborating with this system is inconsistent 
with Howard County’s stated values of diversity, equity, and inclusion. We should not be using our much 
needed tax dollars to enforce ICE’s racist policies, especially in this health and economic emergency. 
 

2. ICE practices racial profiling, targeting Black and Brown immigrants.  Almost all the detainees in the Jessup 
jail are from Mexico, Central America, and Africa.  
 

3. Howard County detains men who have not committed or been convicted of violent crimes. The 
Department of Corrections accepts detainees charged with “any jailable offence” which includes minor traffic 
violations and possession of small amounts of marijuana. The County detains people who have been charged 
but not convicted, and people who have already served their complete sentences in jail or prison.  
 

4. While incarcerated, detainees cannot easily find or pay for competent legal representation. It is much 
harder to find a lawyer from inside the detention center than in the community. While Howard County has 
many lawyers, there is no evidence that detainees at the Jessup jail are more likely to have legal 
representation than detainees in other facilities. 
 

5. Continuing the contract with ICE makes Howard County less safe.  With ICE’s presence in Howard County, 
immigrants are less likely to cooperate with county police and less likely to report crimes, making everyone  
less secure. Many undocumented immigrants in Howard County work, pay state and federal taxes, and 
contribute to the community, yet many live in fear of detention and deportation. 
 

6. There are proven alternatives to detention. For decades, immigrants facing deportation could continue 
living and working in the community while they waited for their hearings. Alternatives to detention include 
parole/release on own recognizance, check-ins at ICE offices, home visits and check-ins, telephone 
monitoring, and GPS monitoring through electronic ankle bracelets. 
 

7. Change has to start here. We cannot wait for Washington to act. While Howard County cannot, on its own, 
change federal policy, it can refuse to support or implement it. Social and legal change begins here at home. 
Local political action puts pressure on national leaders to change laws.  We have an obligation to our foreign-
born friends and neighbors in Howard County to work against cruel and unjust policies and practices.  
Howard County should be at the forefront of efforts to achieve social and racial justice, not in the rear. 

 

8. Detention tears families apart.  Families are broken up by detaining men at the Howard County Detention 
Center (HCDC) who are fathers and breadwinners.  Family members of detainees often cannot pay rent, get 
evicted, lose jobs, and suffer other hardships. 


