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FIRST A QUIZ:

Five Questions on FDR and The New Deal
Five Questions on The Green New Deal



1
When asked about his 
profession, the young Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt would reply:

A Lawyer
B Forester
C Banker
D Educator/Teacher



1 B Forester



2 As Governor of New York, FDR’s outdoor 
resources/job  program, launched in 1931 and 
called the Temporary Emergency Relief 
Administration (TERA) enrolled  the following 
number of unemployed young men by the end of 
1932:

A 2,000
B 6,000
C 10,000
D 25,000



2 D 25,000



3 The Democratic Party Platform for 1932 called 
for:
A Balancing the U.S. budget
B Reducing Federal spending by 25%
C Removing the government from all fields 
of private enterprise (except necessary public 
works and natural resources)
D None of the above
E       All of the above



3 E   All of the Above



4 When the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) was announced in 
1933, the U.S. labor movement 
at the time was
A Highly supportive
B Generally skeptical
C Opposed
D Non-committal 



4 C Opposed



5 The Shelterbelt Project, stretching in a 100-
mile-wide zone from Canada to northern Texas, 
to protect the land from the “Dust Bowl’s” wind 
erosion, involved:

A    20 million trees and stretched (in zig-
zag or consecutive lines) 8,000 miles

B   200 million trees and stretched (in zig-
zag or consecutive lines) 10,000 miles

C   220 million trees and stretched (in zig-
zag or consecutive lines) 18,600 miles



5 C 220 million trees, 18,600 miles



6 The “Green New Deal” 
seriously began as an idea 
from:

A Jill Stein
B Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
C Bernie Sanders
D Bill McKibben



6 A Jill Stein



7 The Ocasio-Cortez/Markey Green New 
Deal Bill (H.R. 109/ S. 59):

A A fully-detailed 10-year plan for 
the economy, including pricetag

B A fully-detailed 10-year plan for 
the economy, without pricetag

C An outline of ideas that requires 
a Committee to pursue the concepts

D Closely resembles the Third 
Soviet Five-Year Plan of 1938-1941



7 C An outline of ideas



8 Which of the following Democratic Senators ran for 
the party’s presidential nomination and supported 
the Markey Green New Deal bill?

A Kirsten Gillibrand  (NY)
B Kamala Harris  (CA)
C Elizabeth Warren (MA)
D Cory Booker (NJ)
E Amy Klobuchar (MN)
F None of the above
G All of the above



8 G All of the above



9
To resolve potential conflicts between labor 
and environmentalists over jobs lost (e.g. in 
coal, gas, or oil production) this concept has 
arisen in major Green New Deal proposals:

A Make-work programs
B A Fair and Just Transition
C Pension enhancement
D Regional job lotteries



9 B A Fair and Just Transition



10 The House and Senate Green 
New Deal proposals have this 
position on nuclear power:
A In favor
B Opposed
C No new plants
D No position



10 D No position.
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HIGHLIGHTS of the two bills…
Organized by…

GOALS
and

MEANS



GOALS…

A) to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions via 
a fair and just transition
(B) to create millions of good, high-wage jobs and 
ensure prosperity and security for all;
(C) to invest in infrastructure and industry of U,S, to 
meet 21st century challenges;



(D) to secure for current and future generations:
(i) clean air and water;
(ii) climate and community resiliency;
(iii) healthy food;
(iv) access to nature; and
(v) a sustainable environment; and

(E) to promote justice and equity for “frontline and 
vulnerable communities”



THE MEANS…

(A) building resiliency against climate change-related 
disasters, such as extreme weather, including by 
leveraging funding and providing investments for 
community-defined projects and strategies;



(B) repairing and upgrading the U.S. infrastructure 
(i) by eliminating pollution and greenhouse gas          

emissions as much as technologically feasible;
(ii) by guaranteeing access to clean water;
(iii) by reducing the risks posed by climate impacts; 

and
(iv) by ensuring that infrastructure bills 

considered by Congress addresses climate 
change;



(C) meeting 100% of the power demand in the U.S. 
through clean, renewable, and zero-emission 
energy sources, including—

(i) dramatically expanding and upgrading 
renewable power sources; and

(ii) by deploying new capacity;
(D) building or upgrading to energy-efficient, 
distributed, and “smart” power grids, and ensuring 
affordable access to electricity;



(E) upgrading all existing buildings in the U.S.and
building new buildings for maximum energy efficiency, 
water efficiency, safety, affordability, comfort, and 
durability, including through electrification;
(F) spurring growth in clean manufacturing in the U.S. 
and removing pollution and greenhouse gas emissions 
from industry as much as is technologically feasible, 
including expanding renewable energy manufacturing 
and investing in existing manufacturing and industry;



(G) working with farmers and ranchers in the U.S. to 
remove pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from 
the agricultural sector as much as is technologically 
feasible, including by —

(i) supporting family farming;
(ii) investing in sustainable farming and land use 

practices that increase soil health; and
(iii) building a more sustainable food system that 

ensures universal access to healthy food;



(H) overhauling transportation systems in the 
U.S.  to remove pollution and greenhouse 
gases from the transportation sector as much 
as  technologically feasible, including through 
investment in—

(i) zero-emission vehicle infrastructure 
and manufacturing;

(ii) clean, affordable, and accessible public 
transit and

(iii) high-speed rail;



(I) mitigating and managing long-term adverse 
health, economic, and other effects of pollution 
and climate change, including providing funding 
for community-defined projects and strategies;
(J) removing greenhouse gases from the 
atmosphere and reducing pollution by restoring 
natural ecosystems through proven low-tech 
solutions that increase soil carbon storage, such 

as land preservation and afforestation;



(K) restoring and protecting threatened, endangered, 
and fragile ecosystems through locally appropriate 
and science-based projects that enhance biodiversity 
and support climate resiliency;
(L) cleaning up existing hazardous waste and 
abandoned sites, ensuring economic development 
and sustainability on those sites;



(M) identifying other emission and pollution sources 
and creating solutions to remove them; and
(N) promoting the international exchange of 
technology, expertise, products, funding, and services, 
with the aim of making the United States the 
international leader on climate action, and to help 
other countries achieve a Green New Deal;



Other emphasized goals and mobilization…
* high-quality education and training
* public investments in R&D
* special emphasis on frontline communities
* prevailing wages and union jobs
* stopping job-transfer and pollution overseas
* freedom from unfair competition
* quality healthcare, housing, affordable food and 
access to nature.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BIDEN-SANDERS UNITY 
TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS… on climate 
crisis and pursuing environmental justice.

1 Recognition that impacts of climate change
are not evenly distributed in our society. (Low-
income families, communities of color, and 
indigenous communities suffer disproportionate 
and cumulative harm.) 



2 Immediate reversal must be made (e.g., Paris 
Climate accords, EPA decisions, harm done to public 
lands and waters).

3 Creating millions of family-supporting and 
union jobs in clean energy, transportation, advanced 
manufacturing, and sustainable agriculture.



4 Put youth to work on public lands, including pre-
apprenticeship programs

5 Zero greenhouse gas emissions ASAP, but no later 
than 2050. 

6 Zero greenhouse gas emissions for all new 
buildings by 2030.



7 Retrofit 4 million buildings by 2025.

8 Transition 0.5 million school-buses and 3 
million public sector vehicles to zero-emissions by 
2025

9 Partner with state to create 0.5 million 
charging stations.



10 Incentivize clean and American-made building 
and construction materials

11 Create an environmental justice fund to 
eliminate legacy pollution.

12 Increase resources for conserving public lands 
(e.g., LWCF) and incentivizing conservation on 
private lands.



13    Engage in real global climate leadership.
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Different Planning – Ongoing vs. Advance?

Long-Range Public Investment – Robert Leighninger, Jr. 



HOW MUCH PLANNING AHEAD?

“The country needs and, unless I mistake its 
temper, the country demands bold, persistent 
experimentation.  It is common sense to take a 
method and try it: If it fails, admit it frankly and 
try another.  But above all, try something. The 
millions who are in want will not stand by 
silently forever while the things to satisfy their 
needs are within easy reach” 

~ FDR, 1932
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Green New Deal has a set of policy 
proposals to address climate 
emergency, and…

…other important actions, like…

“guaranteeing a job with a family-sustaining 
wage, adequate family and medical leave, 
paid vacations, and retirement security to all 
people of the United States”…



Which is similar to Franklin Roosevelt’s 
“Second Bill of Rights” (1944), that included…

“The right to a useful and remunerative job …
The right to earn enough to provide adequate food and 

clothing and recreation…
The right of every family to a decent home…
The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity to 

achieve and enjoy good health…
The right to adequate protection from the economic fears of 

old age, sickness, accident, and unemployment…
The right to a good education.” 



Parallel Scene - An Environmental Crisis!

The Dust Bowl 

Air Pollution

Deforestation

Draining of valuable wetlands

Loss of wildlife & wildlife habitat



Today…
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Little appreciation for parallel situation



No solid “just transition”…



No solid “just transition”…

“There is a Superfund for dirt. 
There ought to be one for workers.”



No position on nuclear power… kick the can?



FDR’S BRAIN TRUST

Rexford Tugwell, Louis Howe, Harold Ickes, 
Hugh Bennet, Harry Hopkins, Robert Fechner, 
Adolph A. Berle, Jr, Henry Wallace, Frances 
Perkins

Second tier…
Sidney Hillman, Ding Darling



FDR’S BRAIN TRUST - Hopkins, Ickes, Fechner

about:blank


16 B Hopkins, Ickes, Fechner

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.wixstatic.com%2Fmedia%2F0dbb3d_45c9cade9cd04305b66ab30c64c0a926.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rowanlark.com%2Fhistory%3Flightbox%3DdataItem-ikejg0f0&docid=ROdZkhKHxJTKZM&tbnid=zNxoPQxaL_-GRM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiT8a6PuKPlAhXQg-AKHSueBfcQMwhOKAIwAg..i&w=442&h=338&bih=967&biw=1920&q=Harold%20Ickes%20and%20FDR&ved=0ahUKEwiT8a6PuKPlAhXQg-AKHSueBfcQMwhOKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
about:blank
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Remember 1932!



For Democratic likely voters, amid wildfires in the West and 
hurricane season, climate change has taken over the top spot (22%), 
followed by the coronavirus (18%), health care (15%), the economy 
(10%) and race relations (9%).

For Republican likely voters, in this poll, it was the economy (35%) 
that was head and shoulders above any issue, followed by abortion 
(14%), crime and guns (both 7%), and the coronavirus and jobs 
(both 5%).



“Joe Biden and Kamala Harris haven’t pledged to move 
that quickly, but their climate plan is the farthest-reaching 
of any presidential ticket in history. More to the point, we 
can pressure them to go farther and faster. Already, seeing 
the polling on the wall, they’ve adopted many of the 
proposals of climate stalwarts like Washington Governor 
Jay Inslee. A team of Biden and Bernie Sanders 
representatives worked out a pragmatic but powerful 
compromise in talks before the Democratic National 
Convention; the Biden-Harris ticket seems primed to use a 
transition to green energy as a crucial part of a push to 
rebuild the pandemic-devastated economy. Perhaps most 
important, they’ve pledged to try to lead the rest of the 
world in the climate fight.”

~ Bill McKibben in The Nation



Engagement!



Consider the possibilities!



Operating in Ideological Silos



Operating in Ideological Silos

HISTORY AND EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN 
CONSERVATION/ENVIRONMENTALISM…

Conservation – species oriented – 1880-1920
Conservation – habitat oriented – 1920-1965
Environmentalism – system (land, water, air) – 1965-2005
Climate Change – Global perspective – 2005…
Environmental Justice – neglected communities – 2010…
Green New Deal – Amalgam? – 2020+?



Operating in Ideological Silos

Specialization persists!



Operating in Ideological Silos

Maher’s New Deal Observation



What comes next?



What comes next?

Will there be a new 
synthesis?

Will there be a new 
politics?



Consider the possibilities!



Consider the possibilities!



Let’s appreciate, understand, and be ready!



THE END




