
The Problems with Plastic 

and the Solutions



Plastic is an AMAZING material 

It is lightweight, 

inexpensive, strong, 

moldable, has a thousand 

uses, it lasts ‘forever’ and 

makes our lives convenient!



Problem: Too much plastic.



How to wrap your head around 18.2 

trillion pounds of  plastic?



75% of  beach litter is in some form of  

plastic



Is this enough?





Problem: There is no “AWAY”



Problem:

50% of  plastic is used for disposables



Problem : Plastic and the Environment 



Problem : 

Plastic and our Health



Problem : Plastic and our Oceans



70% of plastic eventually sinks to the sea 

floor, with unknown consequences



Problem : Plastic and our 

Economy



Problem : 

Plastic and our Climate      

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi9qpKKv8rgAhVBUt8KHRGpDVoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greeleytribune.com%2Fnews%2Fwindsor-gas-well-capped-after-spewing-fracking-fluid%2F&psig=AOvVaw26BRRobV99jeFqn1Gqv9qG&ust=1550758225984889


SOLUTIONS

Ultimately, tackling one of 
the biggest environmental 
issues of our time will require 
governments to regulate, 
businesses to innovate and 
individuals to act. 



Solution: Increase in plastic 

regulations



Federal Legislation!

1. Extended Producer Responsibility

2. Plastic Packaging Tax

3. Consistency in Recycling Collections

4. Deposit Return Scheme

Break Free from Plastic Pollution Act of 

2020

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environmental-quality/consultation-on-reforming-the-uk-packaging-produce/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environmental-quality/plastic-packaging-tax/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environmental-quality/consultation-on-consistency-in-household-and-busin/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/environment/introducing-a-deposit-return-scheme/


HR 5845/SB 3263 Break Free from 

Plastic Pollution Act of 2020

 Senator Cardin or Van Hollen have not co-sponsored the 

bill

 CALL: Senator Cardin: 202-224-4524

 CALL: Senator Van Hollen: 202-224-4653

“My name is______. I am your constituent. We are in a 

plastic pollution crisis and individual actions are not enough. 

We need to make the manufacturers responsible. I am asking 

you to co-sponsor SB 3263 Break Free from Plastic Act 2020.” 



Solution : Businesses

New packaging



Solutions : Loop packaging

A coalition of giant brands is 

about to change how we shop 

forever, with a new zero-waste 

platform.

“Bringing back the milkman.”



Solution : What you can do



Solution: Get involved



“What else can I do?”



Donate t-shirts to Less Plastic Please or 

volunteer to sew!



Will you work towards this goal?



We need to fight for Her



Thank You!
CONTACT:

Pat Hersey

Email: lessplasticpleasehoco@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/lessplasticplea

sehocomd 
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“Hawaii's Plan to Ban Most Single-Use 

Plastic Is Extreme But Reasonable”

 Hawaii has already banned plastic bags and straws, and they're now 

working on an outright ban on single-use plastics common in the food 

and beverage industry, like bottles, utensils, and containers.

 However, the success of the bill would depend largely on 

participation, from both customers and businesses.

 "The legislature finds that the local and global impact of the world's 

increasing waste stream is unsustainable and detrimental to the 

future of Hawaii's economy and people," the bill reads. 



Berkeley is rejecting our entire 

throwaway culture
 This is a big deal, and officials in other cities and the 

state capital ought to pay close attention. It’s the kind of 

broad approach we have urged policymakers to develop,

given the vast amount of plastic waste accumulating on 

the planet. So far, the response has been to adopt bans or 

restrictions on individual items, such as grocery bags or 

plastic drinking straws. Those kinds of policies get 

attention but don’t make appreciable dents in the 

staggeringly high — and ever-growing — volume of 

disposable plastic produced every year.

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-plastic-plan-20180220-story.html


IKEA to launch furniture rental offering as 

part of circular economy shift

 FEBRUARY 4, 2019

 IKEA, the world's largest furniture retailer, 
is taking major steps towards the 
#CircularEconomy. The store has unveiled 
plans to rent its products to consumers for 
the first time, as it strives to become a 
'net-positive' business by 2030. 



Solutions : Legislation MGA 2019

Maryland Senate passes renewable energy bill; House 

outcome uncertain

Maryland Senate advances bill making Baltimore trash 

incinerator ineligible for ‘green’ energy subsides

Howard County’s plastic bag proposal passes House of 

Delegates.

Gov. Hogan says he’ll ‘fight hard’ against Trump 

proposal to gut Chesapeake Bay cleanup program



You had me at “Federal Action to 

Address Marine Plastic Pollution.”


