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ORDER OF SERVICE

GATHERING MUSIC
I Am Willing Holly Near
Eyes to the Sky JOSEPH
I Am Light India.Arie
Liberated DeJ Loaf & Leon Bridges
Resilient Rising Appalachia

PROCESSIONAL HYMN SLT #203: All Creatures of the Earth and Sky

All creatures of the earth and sky
Come, kindred, lift your voices high,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Bright burning sun with golden beam,
Soft shining moon with silver gleam:
(chorus) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Embracing earth, you, day by day,
Bring forth your blessings on our way,
Alleluia, alleluia!
All herbs and fruits that richly grow,
Let them the glory also show: (chorus)

All you of understanding heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let all things now the Holy bless,
And worship God in humbleness: (chorus)

WELCOME Rev. Paige Getty

GREETING FROM THE UUA Shannon Harper
Central East Region

CENTERING MUSIC Light of a Clear Blue Morning by Dolly Parton Vickie Beck, soloist

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Kären Rasmussen

CHALICE LIGHTING Chalice lighting words: UU Church of Arlington, VA Internship Committee
Chalice lighters: Maggie and Stephen Brown
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OPENING HYMN SLT #128: For All That Is Our Life

For all that is our life, we give our thanks and praise;
for all life is a gift which we are called to use
to build the common good and make our own days glad.

For needs which others serve, for services we give,
for work and its rewards, for hours of rest and love;
we come with praise and thanks for all that is our life.

For all that is our life we sing our thanks and praise;
for all life is a gift which we are called to use
to build the common good and make our own days glad.

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES Rev. Dayna Edwards
based on Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed by Emily Pearson

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rev. Kristin Grassel-Schmidt & Robin Slaw
Our offering will be split between the UUA’s Living Tradition Fund and

Black Lives of Unitarian Universalism (BLUU)

OFFERTORY What A Wonderful World Michael Adcock, piano
Weiss/Thiele, arr. Steinhauer

READING from “Say Yes” by Andrea Gibson Revs. Rica Kaufel & Jen Raffensperger

MUSIC Rivers of Grace Written and performed by Carla Gates

SERMON Rev. Nancy McDonald Ladd

SPECIAL MUSIC For Good Jodi Brown & Kelli Danaker, vocals; Michael Adcock, piano
from the musical Wicked by Stephen Schwartz

ACT OF ORDINATION Colette Gelwicks, president, UU Congregation of Columbia

Colette:
In the Unitarian Universalist tradition, it is congregations that have the authority and privilege
to ordain ministers. We have the honor and responsibility of adding another minister to the
lineage of clergy that reaches far back in time, and far forward into the future. We confer a
sacred charge upon our ministers, entrusting them with the life-long task of ministry.

Today, the members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia are gathered here
to joyfully ordain Dr. Laura Elizabeth Solomon into the Unitarian Universalist ministry.

Laura, you have been a member of UUCC for 9 years now, and demonstrated your
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commitment to and love of our faith. Today, it is our privilege to be with you and affirm your
choice to accept the call into Unitarian Universalist ministry.

Acknowledging the affirmation of your ministry from the Ministerial Fellowship Committee,
and by the authority of the unanimous vote of the members of this congregation, we wish to
offer you ordination. The covenant we now make together is a commitment to our faith, our
common heritage, and the greater ministry we share. Are you ready to enter a lifetime of
religious leadership and commit yourself to Unitarian Universalist ministry?

Laura: I am.

Colette:
Will the members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia please stand and
join me in the words of ordination printed on the screen and in your order of service?

UUCC Members:
We, the members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia ordain you, Laura
Solomon, to the Unitarian Universalist ministry.

We charge you to build beloved community wherever you go, to speak the truth in love, and to
work for justice with joy and hope.

With this act of ordination, we rededicate ourselves to building beloved community wherever
we go, to speaking the truth in love, and to working for justice with joy and hope.

Colette:
Laura’s ministry and community go beyond the walls of this congregation. Will Laura’s family,
friends, and colleagues please stand in body and in spirit?

All gathered:
Laura, with joy and pride we affirm your ordination today and offer our blessings upon your
ministry. May your ministry nourish you, and may it touch others with justice and compassion.

Rev. Laura:
It is with humility, joy, and profound gratitude that I accept the responsibility of the ministry to
which you ordain me.

I will strive to serve our Unitarian Universalist faith with vision, patience, and joy. I seek to
ground myself in Love, to seek out and celebrate the holiness in life, and to organize
courageously for liberation and justice. I pray that I may serve with humility and courage, and
that I may return again and again to the people and communities who hold me accountable
to my calling.

With a deep sense of responsibility, I take up the ministry to which you ordain me. May our
work together in our faith transform our communities, our selves, and our world.
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LAYING ON OF HANDS Anjuli George
Charles Loflin

MUSIC DURING RITUAL The Water is Wide Michael Adcock, piano
English Melody, arr. McCarthy

PRAYER Rev. Julie Cecil

MUSIC Hallelujah by MaMuse The Chalice Rebels

EXCHANGE OF GIFTS

COLLEGIAL WELCOME Rev. Paige Getty

CHARGE TO THE MINISTER Rev. Amanda Poppei

CLOSING HYMN STJ #1028: Fire of Commitment Michael Adcock, piano

From the light of days remembered burns a beacon bright and clear
Guiding hands and hearts and spirits into faith set free from fear.

Chorus
When the fire of commitment sets our mind and soul ablaze
When our hunger and our passion meet to call us on our way
When we live with deep assurance of the flame that burns within
Then our promise finds fulfillment and our future can begin.

From the stories of our living rings a song both brave and free
Calling pilgrims still to witness to the life of liberty.

Chorus

BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Laura Solomon

POSTLUDE My Heart by Deborah Thornton UUCSS Choir
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PARTICIPANTS & GRATITUDES
with love from Laura

Michael Adcock, Director of Music Ministries, UU Congregation of Columbia, MD
Michael’s gifts of music were part of what made UUCC a home to me; his music always makes me breathe more
deeply. I am so grateful for his talent - and his patience all those years I was in the choir.

Vickie Beck
Thank you for all the ways you say yes to UUCC, and especially for your gift today of my very favorite song!

Jodi Brown
The best conference roommate/annual meeting companion/coffee hour buddy an introvert could ask for.

Maggie and Stephen Brown
My favorite chalice lighters, after-service lunch buddies, and chosen god-children.

Rev. Julie Cecil, Board Certified Chaplain, Texas Health Plano
Sometimes you meet people and just know you’re meant to be friends. Generous, deeply kind, gifted, spirit-filled
chaplain. The world is better because Julie is in it.

Rev. Dayna Edwards, Assistant Minister for Faith Formation, Cedar Lane UU Church
Pandemic seminary survival companion: we finished because of the coffee we DoorDashed each other. My fellow
Libra, Enneagram 4, INFJ.

Carla Gates
She who blessed me and covered me in powerful protection and love before I went to oppose hatred in
Charlottesville. Powerful healer who forever has my friendship, love, and respect.

Colette Gelwicks, Board President, UU Congregation of Columbia
Wise, grounded, funny, and smart - Colette’s leadership on the Board of UUCC is a thing of beauty!

Anjuli George, L.Ac
I would not be the person I am without this human. Her powerful love and energy, her healing touch and her
magic help me learn how to be better embodied on this earth.

Rev. Paige Getty, Senior Minister, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, MD
Pastor. Mentor. Friend. From “congregant who sits in the back and leaves without talking” to ordinand - Paige
has accompanied every piece of this journey. I don’t have words to express my gratitude.

Shannon Harper, UUA Youth and Emerging Adult Ministries Specialist
Back in the day, Shannon and I were getting kicked out of the chaperone sleeping room by people convinced we
were youth. Shannon was present for the very beginnings of my call - sleeping on church floors and taking youth
on midnight trips to Kroger.
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Rev. Rica Kaufel, Minister, UU Church in Anaheim, CA
Thought partner, accountability friend, someone with whom I can be both my best and my most irreverent self.
My gratitude for Rica’s wisdom, humor, and passion extend from Maryland, to Chicago, to California, to Germany,
and back again.

Rev. Nancy McDonald Ladd, Senior Minister, River Road UU Congregation in Bethesda, MD
Goodness, Nancy was along for a weird part of the journey. I have so much gratitude for the ways she saw me at
a time when I needed to be seen, and for providing inspiration when it felt hard to come by.

Charles Loflin, Executive Director, UU Faith Action NJ
Soon to be Rev. Charles - I am so glad we have walked this journey together, and cannot wait to see where our
roads lead us next.

Rev. Amanda Poppei, Senior Minister, UU Church of Arlington, VA
One global pandemic + two internship congregations + multiple national tragedies, endless texts, and a zillion
Zoom calls = my forever teaching pastor.

Rev. Jen Raffensperger, Minister, UU Congregation of York, PA
Traveling to GA, to Tulsa, to Chicago and back again…we did the thing!

Rev. Kären Rasmussen, Director, No Child Goes Hungry
Kären’s grounded presence, her humor, her trustworthiness and her heart have all my gratitude.

Rev. Kristin Grassel Schmidt, Minister, UU Church of Silver Spring
As we shift from virtual ministry, to hybrid ministry, and back and forth again, I am glad to have Kristin as a
thoughtful colleague in the figuring-it-out of ministry today!

Robin Slaw, Director of Religious Education at UU Congregation of Columbia
Robin’s knowledge and experience has been so helpful this year: thank you for answering the emails, the texts,
the phone calls!  Everyone needs a Robin Slaw to call while learning the hows of religious education!

UUCA Internship Committee: Marianna Cardozo, Dana Cook, Dave Gardner, Jacomina de Regt, Bruce
Rieder, Jennifer Wright
The support and encouragement of these folks made pandemic internship ministry so much better. Thank you for
making me a better minister.

UUCC Chalice Rebels: Melissa Affolter, Jodi Brown, Laurie Coltri, Kelli Danaker, Carla Gates, Colette
Gelwicks, Marie Meakin, Regina Verow
From flash mobs to ordinations!  Who would have ever guessed!

UUCSS Choir
Extra special thank you to Deborah Thornton for allowing me to use her beautiful original piece of music today!

Rev. Jo VonRue, Minister, May Memorial UU Society, Syracuse, NY
Thanks for believing in me from the beginning. I am so grateful to have you alongside me on the journey.
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More gratitude goes to…

Melissa Affolter, Lorien Haavik, and Jen Hayashi - for your ushering and welcoming skills. Also for being
the people I call when I need to jumpstart my car.

Laurie Alderman and Lisa Marini - for flowers and friendship.

Sara Davidson, Valerie Hsu, and Hannah Nelson - for your hard work and support - today and always!

Tara Humphries - for love.

Erin Leichman - for all your assistance in “summer camp” survival.

UU Congregation of Columbia, MD

UU Church of Arlington, VA

UU Church of Silver Spring, MD

Washington Ethical Society
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