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I came to UUCC in 2010 looking for a spiritual home, and found so much more 
than I could have ever realized I needed. Put very simply, I am a better person 
today than I was then, and it is because of the way UUCC and all of you have 
accepted me, loved me, and challenged me to grow, and reexamine and 
change my mind on things that I had previously thought were absolute. 
 
One of the things I value most about UUCC, and what has contributed greatly to 
my growth as a person, is the variety of issues that we care about. There is no 
such thing as a single-issue life, we know that everything affects everything else; 
our Unitarian Universalist faith calls us to focus on the way issues intersect, and 
put our beliefs into action. At UUCC, we put signs on the bathrooms to reassure 
our transgender and non-binary siblings that they are welcome to use the 
bathroom that aligns with their gender identity. In one of the richest counties in 
America, food insecurity and homelessness are still huge issues, so we put up 
and continually fill a little free pantry, and give our unhoused neighbors a warm 
place to sleep for one week every winter where they will feel safe, valued, and 
respected. And to clarify where we stand on the issue of racial justice, we put a 
sign on the outside of the building stating unequivocally that Black Lives Matter. 
These are just a few examples. There are many other interest groups where 
people can focus on issues that are important to them personally, and if it 
doesn’t exist, anyone is welcome to start such a group. That's how every current 
interest group was started, due to the passions of our fellow congregants. 
 
Before coming to UUCC, I had no conception of social justice work as a spiritual 
practice, but it has become my main expression of spirituality. However, others 
here find spiritual fulfillment in very different ways, which gives wonderful 
complexity and depth to our community’s manifestation of spirituality. We 
encourage one another to spiritual growth, in whatever form it takes. There is 
room for everyone's spiritual expression at UUCC. 
 
It is for these reasons (and so many more) that I want to serve our congregation 
on the Board. I have been on the Board before, as a member at large, and that 



experience will be very beneficial to me as we work to help our congregation 
heal. We have a lot of work to do to help everyone feel heard, valued, and 
understood. We need to do a better job of listening to one another, and of 
reexamining and being open to changing our minds on things that we had 
previously thought were absolute. 
 
I love UUCC, more than words can express, and I want to be part of the solution 
that ensures that all people know that whoever they are, wherever they are from, 
whomever they love, and whatever their faith tradition, there is a place for them 
at UUCC where they can be their most authentic, sacred selves. That kind of 
radical welcoming is something that we can and should focus on improving. We 
must strive to be sure our welcome is for everyone and that we uplift each one 
of us. Our needs are all uniquely different, but if we work together they can all 
be met. We must practice revolutionary love. 


