
CANDIDATE STATEMENT 2022 
Steve Parr | Second Vice President 

 
This candidate is a floor nomination. 

 
I came to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia (UUCC) in 1999 
and joined in 2000. The first service I attended was a Young Religious Unitarian 
Universalists (YRUU) service. The youth were all independent, articulate, and 
diverse of thought. We wanted our 3-year-old and baby to grow up like these 
kids. 

After joining UUCC, we did the Memorial Day camping trip at Rocky Gap a 
dozen times and once at Assateague. I led the intergen soccer game, and 
ultimate with YRUU youth. We met lifelong friends here, camping, and at Fun 
Family Potluck Groups. I played on the UUCC Co-Rec Soccer Team. We 
enthusiastically donated to both capital campaigns to expand the building. 

I am running for the Board of Trustees 2nd Vice President because I’m concerned 
about the health of UUCC and our ongoing viability. We haven’t met our annual 
budget drive targets for the last three years. We have depleted our financial 
reserve. The pandemic has been tough on UUCC and there have been other 
stresses as well. I love UUCC and its members. I’ve been coming here for 23 
years. I’d like to see UUCC on a more stable financial foundation, so others can 
get the meaning, growth and joy I’ve had here with my family for more than 40% 
of my life. 

I am running as a nominee from the floor because democracy is good. 
Competitive races give the congregation a choice. As a former UUCC President, 
I’ve chaired the Nominating Committee, so understand its goals, strengths and 
weaknesses. As democracy in the United States is under threat, we in UUCC 
should not shrink from it. 

My qualifications for 2nd Vice President on the UUCC Board of Trustees include: 
• Serving on the Board of Trustees as 1st Vice President 2011-2012 and 

President 2012-2013. I ran the Annual Meeting 9 years ago (6/2/2013), 
and Chaired the Nominating Committee 2013-2014. 

• Serving on the OBIC Board for a couple of years in the early 00s. 
• Co-Chairing the Annual Budget Drive with Terry Paul in 2018 and 2019 



o We transformed the human resource approach to be a set of 
teams with leads vs just the two chair people and trained our 
replacements. 

• Being a Live Auctioneer for 6 years from 2015-2019, 2021 and in 2020 
recorded a video for the online auction conducted in Jan/Feb 2021. 

• I’ve taught all or most of the Religious Education classes through 7th 
grade 

• Was a Youth Advisor for 8th Grade OWL (2 years), Quest, and YRUU (2 
years) 

• I taught Adult OWL with Paige Getty, and Adult World Religions with 
Robin Slaw 

• I was a Chaperone or Advisor on several Quest trips to Boston, a YRUU 
service trip to New Orleans and several service trips to War, West 
Virginia. 

• I joined the Choir this year and have even led a service. 
 

UU activities beyond UUCC include going to Star Island Retreat Center most 
years since 2004, Co-chairing the All Star I Conference in 2016, and joining the 
Star Island Corporation in 2020. 

I’ve worked at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory in the 
Space Sector for 15 years. I’ve managed 100+ people, and projects with 
contract value exceeding $200M. 

I’d be honored to earn your vote so I can serve the Congregation again in these 
challenging times. If you have any questions, or would like to talk to me, please 
feel free to reach out at sparr@comcast.net, or 410-750-0898. 
 


